
RAF Costume Guide

The military uniforms of WW2 are an iconic part of the period. We’re hoping to create a
strong look for the game which sticks quite closely to accurate clothing. That said, we’re
conscious of cost and so small variations will be expected, as well as accurately reflecting
the early years of the war, when uniforms were in short supply, frequently privately
purchased and changing design reasonably regularly.

General information
For those looking for a bit more guidance, this is a great guide to the uniform, although goes
in to far more detail than we really need to!

Hiring
There are a few companies hiring out complete RAF uniforms, if this is easier for you than
buying the bits separately. Maddermarket theatre is our recommended rental company, and
we are able to collect and return any costumes hired for the game. Please simply state that
the rental is for Wing and a Prayer when you make contact.
Other companies include: Angels, 1940s Costume Hire, Masquerade.

http://www.wadhamsfamilyhistory.co.uk/1940sRAFUniformGuidanceV3feb2011.pdf
http://maddermarket.co.uk/about/costume-hire/
http://www.angelsfancydress.com/hire-gallery/hire-uniform/#
https://www.1940scostumehire.co.uk/waaf-gladys-outfit-hire
https://masqueradeshop.co.uk/costume/waaf-uniform/


RAF - Essentials
RAF characters should wear one of the available uniforms, either service dress, or flight kit,
or a combination of the two. The flight crews seem to have worn quite a variety of
combinations of kit while on duty, as can be seen in the photos above. This gives you quite a
bit of flexibility in putting together an appropriate look!

Service Dress
Shirt - A blue/grey colour button up shirt. Link 1
Tie - Made from woven black wool or a non shiny synthetic. Charity shops and ebay are
good for these, Link 1, 2, 3
Trousers Blue wool barathea. Link 1, 2, 3
Shoes - Plain black laceup shoes with a minimal heel, shiny but not patent Link 1

Flight suit
This outfit is best worn over the service dress above, but can be worn on its own if your
budget is very tight.
Overalls - Khaki zip up overalls Link 1,
Flight boots - Pull on, knee length black leather boots Link 1, 2

RAF - Optional
These items are optional extras. There’s no need to get these, but if you’re looking for ways
to add to your kit, this is where we’d recommend starting.
PT kit - Blue shorts, white aertex t-shirt, black plimsolls, white socks. PT (physical training),
and sports will be entirely optional out-of-game, but if you want to participate you’ll need
something to wear. These don’t have to be spot on at all! Anything vaguely correct will be
fine. Shorts example, Shirt example, plimsolls
Service Dress Hat - RAF officer kind. It looks like veteran pilots removed the wire and
shaped the hats. Link 1, 2
Jumper cream roll neck kind. Link 1
Service Dress Jacket - Reproduction or more modern RAF jacket is fine, Link 1, Modern

https://www.cadetdirect.com/mans-royal-air-force-blue-shirt-long-sleeve
https://www.tiesplanet.com/ties-c1/plain-ties-c9/plain-black-matte-finish-short-length-machine-washable-tie-p16020/s16309?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=plain-black-matte-finish-short-length-machine-washable-tie-101201&utm_campaign=product%2Blisting%2Bads&cid=GBP&glCurrency=GBP&glCountry=GB&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw3ZayBhDRARIsAPWzx8pb5v71PFQ_xUSBZMoheAHAmUfD__unkTalLtStX0gxEeKj_6UzVDUaAmqFEALw_wcB
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/254269160066?var=553717859249&itmmeta=01HY1FXHPQGV5QMW75K8T69T90&hash=item3b339f7a82:g:t5AAAOSw5B5dCXES&itmprp=enc%3AAQAJAAAAwNC8oIb8XtjrDKGDeTBBHG44zbFMciCrl2vSpmqv5Kb2WMFCd8cYIb1BJ%2FAVaj9I%2BoYtZpaNwmn%2BR6uTFVRlYd601CJLTlSic2%2FrXkTo1ygXvoilOB0MFaeKSTovXmpCbYiAG7y0gj4hdkUH%2FA31Yii3J7sw0Bs9Mq%2FSVw5093Kuxlzs13vn2YopTYO8y0fPozbyHVfFaVAzcZu0Qas9YkOZeaqUQtDL5sIVyVFGCBNCHlyK7nR3Vh1GtQv9SaUCMQ%3D%3D%7Ctkp%3ABk9SR7ab9q_wYw
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/shop-re-enactment/british-ww2/womens-clothing-equipment-insignia/clothing-womens/waaf-black-tie.html
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/ww2-raf-officers-service-dress-trousers.html
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Genuine-British-RAF-Royal-Air-Force-Number-1-No1-Dress-Trousers-Various-Sizes/122643038475?hash=item1c8e18410b:m:maj3ZztpkARWtnmxIEiOHZA
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Genuine-British-RAF-Royal-Air-Force-No1-2-Old-Patt-Dress-Trousers-All-Sizes/122705343077?hash=item1c91cef265:m:mz-X9KrlX0fB8ixWws1C2GQ
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/mens-black-parade-shoes.html
https://www.surplusandoutdoors.com/shop/army-surplus-uk/soldier-95-clothing/afv-crewman-fire-retardant-coveralls-856313.html?pid=856313&gclid=CjwKCAiArOnUBRBJEiwAX0rG_YE8F6MG-5sfwINz5Bee4WlPQC-tZOF63nVdpPYsq17Ol51ygkNe6RoC2C8QAvD_BwE
https://thehistorybunker.co.uk/WW2-RAF-flight-boots-pattern-36
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/354529617391?var=623916305247&itmmeta=01HY5S43GXS3S584TWVYN6CNZP&hash=item528b9ca5ef:g:lxUAAOSwSbJjyWhQ&itmprp=enc%3AAQAJAAAA4KxXuqIAMa6fpW6o6ieCKtz1NWYGUUuCe6JSCn%2Bak4hlCgS3hjrNuFmYGllnUpeLfcoaAlUsuvgbkgorcpXbnS%2BwEo%2BhQc43HYl32FqzzUXF9kwUCRxQmGoIJ8CnZPBJVKJtmpnotAb8ypACJOShhEv7dNxFh%2FqC6HJwDFjiazKKf6QBMsUeFTmcU5mwNotJIRDkjguboKRjG9vJjiP2zaNaDbYabbOQUVxiioXQOId0bJPpfrICrV%2BYP62aa72JK04K1S0m%2FYOYIrAtJt4Pk1k8w9IN1jU%2BrlAu60FSrFXX%7Ctkp%3ABk9SR8a4kLnxYw
https://www.ebay.co.uk/i/222270292180?chn=ps&var=521106654210&adgroupid=43920634520&rlsatarget=pla-359427365517&abcId=1063846&adtype=pla&merchantid=113076210&googleloc=9045631&device=c&campaignid=797602469&crdt=0
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/185724806410?var=693658172457&itmmeta=01HY5S6ANPMA8ZF2W60B67HBD0&hash=item2b3e0fa50a:g:5oQAAOSwVNxgK9Tu&itmprp=enc%3AAQAJAAAA4N98ioUP%2BxyBm4G40ElrP8H9%2FTwP3WomRhfupUpn1JUVBoIc0dLcUcXNqEzigs2CmS7XWEyEIqywfKaiUpvh5NwOafiH0NeiMqu654Hn9a0QODi%2BOWu9DAajIJAnvqbKC%2BSwHA3pFZGCrKkeQ8qDl8%2FXmKjgg7KkVcCHCfJjCsIC%2FC2KWUf6nx4jL%2BJZ2wIxsT9homjpl%2FUgQmekcpU%2B9cQQrsDtcmW9HVdpMYKR4riaEM104eRwH9Rv2g7FmD3GqgOeeuTXkrrQ2nmt4COOvFRqNhPsjqdNHaYlcZmjCltE%7Ctkp%3ABFBM9qqZufFj
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/251314292617?var=550267462396&itmmeta=01HY1GDEWVY5QMB23YEPX5ZG0E&hash=item3a837fc789:g:CRIAAOxy0bRTGFyM&itmprp=enc%3AAQAJAAAA4FCf%2FOIbItXEQF3zJ21vlorVIDp6rSsoH3g72JV3PsF9cYB5QT8WQr5zOLarCN3x6PKjkHJ0qcodDpQUMwKDNTl9MAskysh20D5jZZ7pFoRNyKnq%2B19qB9nBB6rPVH8auWTND1P0qTGgnk%2F49rf4D2UncIcvksFwIqQecwKvn9EwinHy4BQnbxO9onjc0iRyqEzaltSP3sV3PAaP587Dbnh7eKgsKztcyKxAemayJJciepfWX7j%2FYErKDKcQ6of%2FrQcdAJVB1rthQ8AIpeg08nYG1iEI%2B0DTXAgX88%2B%2Buydu%7Ctkp%3ABk9SR8TutbDwYw
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/royal-air-force-raf-officers-shaped-peaked-sd-cap-kings-crown-ww2-service-dress.html
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/325861993227?itmmeta=01HY5SAR2MH5VK8M6JNQBAYT79&hash=item4bdee36b0b:g:0w8AAOSwuSNlOR3C&itmprp=enc%3AAQAJAAAAwLkOj%2BbgLa5rRSFTnMESleYDmkEhpSetavoCZcuVJAuoxu1jaArjkbyeZo6MaM1A1GaW9SsvROrOmeaJYlhwfID84S0%2Biue%2B0e4BC0Y9E4eJwy4DnJOEsP1PHL0dtxcmBx7i5GdPwAgJe17N5BN4gk3tiwaRxlvbJlLtN1n8vxVaGzDfNNICUmFWo4NpqEHmq0uOUjerw8%2FfxUazxPO2cN2nhXibwkUZEyC8NJ%2FHPuo78wobP0u3lMJw6QL9jkvacQ%3D%3D%7Ctkp%3ABk9SR7KBq7nxYw
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/raf-and-royal-navy-white-roll-neck-jumper.html
https://thehistorybunker.co.uk/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=650&search=raf
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Genuine-British-RAF-No1-Royal-Air-Force-Dress-Uniform-Jacket-Tunic-All-Sizes/132291931926?hash=item1ecd36af16:m:mE5LNwrN4SYUfMBHfZEtDLQ


RAF jacket, Jacket Trousers and Hat set NB. If you choose to buy a jacket, please check
the Uniform Badges guide to make sure that you get the correct rank badging added.
Helmet - Standard WW2 style but needs to be RAF grey, Link 1. Some more information on
helmets here
Great coat - Full length, double breasted RAF wool coat - it’s unlikely to be cold enough to
need (or want) one of these, but if you have one by all means bring it! Easy to find on Ebay
RAF Ascot Tie - Link 1
Flight Jacket - Brown leather/shearling zip up jacket. Fortunately there are loads of these
on Ebay for very low prices. You’re after the brown ones!
Flight helmet - Leather or cloth cap with space for a headset, Link 1, 2
Flight goggles - Shaped lenses. Link 1
Mae West - Yellow life jacket. Link 1
Pyjamas - Blue and white striped pyjamas - shirt and trousers style (anything that fits this
description should be fine as you’ll be wearing them in the dark mostly!)

RAF - Hair and make-up

https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Genuine-British-RAF-No1-Royal-Air-Force-Dress-Uniform-Jacket-Tunic-All-Sizes/132291931926?hash=item1ecd36af16:m:mE5LNwrN4SYUfMBHfZEtDLQ
https://thehistorybunker.co.uk/WW2-British-RAF-uniform?search=raf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wingandaprayer.org.uk%2Fassets%2FUniform-Badges.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2csmcjRd0JVbfa1_BMn7Iox6m70wCKEpjTt7X1RXrLbDHlzEbKJd7Td2g_aem_AdSt1DERa7CDpUaQ2fiK3nDzimfk6iDtEymWfXbVMG1FMqec9rHQI2vot6rtPl-3vQD85_Nr53coZr9NrScL2iLh&h=AT3pmmVW3DhAS-gqsiNuRyPTe9DaOzY2qxerBzMoyu-1dJ-D9SQt53qYCsTH4waann7h32ZnonziGtcvmVDdUvxbxl5LYKEeYQlpBeQlt6FV1qqY5PMpwnTmz01odjowVio
https://www.epicmilitaria.com/ww2-british-brodie-helmet.html
http://www.wadhamsfamilyhistory.co.uk/RAFsteelhelmetrestoration.pdf
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/raf-pilot-officers-ascot-tie.html
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/raf-b-type-leather-pilots-flying-helmet.html
https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/FAUX-LEATHER-FLYING-HELMET-1940S-PILOT-HAT-AVIATOR-FANCY-DRESS-WW2-WARTIME-RAF/381821092065?hash=item58e64f80e1:m:mS0OrSH8TCf6YOgq3xDaZlA
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/raf-mk8-pilots-goggles-black-frame.html
https://www.sofmilitary.co.uk/raf-1932-pattern-mae-west-life-preserver.html


For those who are up for a trip to the barber’s, men’s hair in the 1940s was pretty much
limited to one style - short back and sides and plenty of brylcreem!
Moustaches were also fairly common, in a thin, Errol Flynn style.

The Dance
All characters are welcome to wear civilian clothes in any late 1930s or early 40s style at the
dance should they prefer that to their Service Dress, although wearing uniform to a dance
was very common.
For men, civilian dress mostly means a suit! 40s styles are very close to 90s style suits, so
should be simple to find. Broad shoulders, narrow waists and double breasted jackets were
paired with wide legged trousers worn high on the natural waist.


